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FEDERAL COMMUNICATIONS COO~l~'WAL
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20554 ;:::}l-~

16 FEB 1993
IN REPI.Y REFER TO:

7330-7/l700A3

Honorable Robert F. (Bob) Smith
House of Representatives
118 Cannon House Office Building
Washington, D.C. 20515

Dear Congressman Smith:

This is in reply to your letter of anuary 29, 1993, in which you inquired on
behalf of your constituents regar ng the Notice of Proposed Rule Making
(Notice) in PR Docket No. 92-235 57 FR 54034 (1992). This Notice proposes
comprehensive changes t~ the C ...... ission' s Rules governing the private land
mobile radio services operating in the frequency bands below 512 MHz.

Those rules have been in place for over 20 years. While they have been
amended on numerous occasions since that time, they nonetheless embody
regulatory concepts based on yesteryear's technology and, unless changed, will
stifle the growth and development of private land mobile radio technology and
services, which are used primarily by local governments, public safety
entities, and businesses to enhance their productivity. The Commission issued
the Notice, therefore, to solicit comment from all interested persons on a
wide variety of proposals designed 'to increase channel capacity, to promote
more efficient use of these channels, and to simplify the rules governing use
of these channels.

The proposals in the Notice reflect to a large extent concepts and proposals
submitted in the initial inquiry stages of this proceeding. None of the
proposals set forth in the Notice, however, are engraved in stone. Indeed,
the proposals represent our best judgment at this stage of the proceeding on
steps that must be taken to improve the regulatory climate for users of the
private land mobile radio spectrum below 512 MHz. To this end, some of the
critical issues that must be resolved relate to channel spacing, the amount of
time provided to users to convert to new technical standards, how the 300 to
500 percent increase in channel capacity should be licensed, how the rules
should be written to provide users technical flexibility, and whether the
current nineteen radio services should be consolidated and, if so, how. I
have enclosed for your information a copy of that part of the Notice that
describes the numerous proposals.

We are, of course, sensitive to the concerns of users of private land mobile
radio spectrum and the impact that these proposals may have on their radio
systems, including the costs of required modifications.
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Honorable Robert F. (Bob) Smith 2.

We will, therefore, take into careful consideration all their comments. Your
constituents' concerns will be fully evaluated when we develop final rules in
this proceeding. As indicated in the Notice, we remain convinced that without
significant regulatory change in radio operations in the bands below 512 MHz,
the quality of communications in the private land mobile radio services will
continue to deteriorate to the point of endangering public safety and the
national economy.

We want to thank you for your interest in this proceeding. Comments on the
proposals set forth in the Notice are due Kay 28, 1993. and Reply Comments are
due July 14, 1993. We expect final rules to be issued in 1994. We urge your
constituents to file formal comments on all aspects of the proposals.

Sincerely,

~%~

Enclosures:
Notice
Order

cc:
Chief, PRBureau
Chief, LM&MDivison
Docket Files, Room 222
P&P Branch File (Pink)
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SUBCOMMITTEES:

WATER. POWER AND OFFSHORE
ENERGY RESOURCES

NATIONAL PARKS AND
PUBLIC LANDS

LIVESTOCK. DAIRY, AND POULTRY

COMMIl"'rEE ON INTERIOR AND
INSULAR AFFAIRS

WHEAT, SOYBEANS. AND FEED GRAINS

January 29, 1993

f)~ /COMMITIEE ON AGRICULTURE

\; '}~ SUBCOMMITTEES:

(ionnrtss of tht tinittd £,tatts qY A~~N:~E:.GE~~;:~~
~~ FORESTS, FAMILY FARMS, AND ENERGY

iltonSt of RqJrtStnt9tmrs
iIJl)ashington, Bet: 20515

259 BARNETT ROAD
SUITE E

MEDFORD. OR 97501
503-778-4848

DISTRICT OFFICES:

771 PONDEROSA VILLAGE
BURNS, OR 97720

503-573-8112

TOLL FREE: 1-800-533-3303

WASHINGTON OFFICE:

118 CANNON HOUSE OFFICE BUILDING
WASHINGTON. DC 20815

202-225-8730

ROBERT F. (BOB) SMITH
20 DISTRICT. OREGON

Federal Communications Commission
1919 M St, NW
Washington, DC 20554

SELECT COMMITIEE ON HUNGER

Dear Sir:

Following my letter of January 25, 1993, I am enclosing two further letters I have
received on the subject of PR Docket 92-235.

I await a response to my inquiry.

Very truly yours,

c£Y~
ROBERT F. (BOB) SMITH
Member of Congress
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COURTHOUSE
BAKER CITY. OREGON

17114

January 25, 1993

..,

Federal Communications Commission
Gettysburg
Pennsylvania 17325-7245

RE: PROPOSED RULE CHANGES DOCKET NUMBER 92-235

Dear Sirs:

As I understand the prov~s~ons for rule changes, these proposed
rules governing radio communications for VHF and UHF bands have the
potential for dramatic and costly impacts on local public safety
agencies.

Baker County encompasses an area comparable to the state of
Delaware. The topography and terrain are very rugged. Elevations
vary from less than 2,000 feet to nearly 10,000 feet. This makes
for difficulty in our communications network. Land lines are
unavailable in many of the more remote sections of Baker County.

Oregon has mandated 911 emergency service state wide. In the rural
Counties of Oregon, we utilize these radio bands in our
communications networks for emergency service.

The FCC provides for only a limited number of sites and access in
rural areas is very difficult at best. Also, the cost of
permitting and licensing for small jurisdictions can be
prohibitive. Another related issue deals with access to public
lands for transmission sites. Baker County is approximately 58%
publicly owned. Acquiring permission to site additional
transmission facilities has been at best, difficult.

Changes in the rules would eliminate communication in those areas
quite often where they are most desperately needed. Please



consider exemptions for public safety purposes and or other options
for rural areas in this rule process.

Thank you for the opportunity to comment.

X~o
Steve M. Bogart ~
Baker County Judge

5MB:jmc

c: Sheriff Terry Speelman
vRepresentative Bob Smith

Senator Bob Packwood
Senator Mark Hatfield
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The Horio~able Bob Smith
2nd Cong~essional Dist~ict

259 Ba~nett Rd. Sui te E.
Med-fo~d, OR 97501

Dea~ M~ Smi th:

Jarua~y 27, 1993

I am seventy yea~s old and ~eti~ed. I have been building and flying model ai~planes

as a hobby since I was six years old. Building and flying radio cont~olled models is one
of my favodte passtimes. I have a significant investment in ~adio control equiPment.

I am very conce~ned about rules that a~e cuy~ently unde~ conside~ation by the
Fede~al CcxTmJ.nications Ccmnission (FCC) • The Proceeding is PR Docket 92-235. If
acbpted, the new rules will seve~ely limit the usefulness of the f~equencies now
assigned -fo~ model use and sedously inc~ease the dsk of accidents and attendant
liability fo~ cont~olling model ai~planes.

Ou~ radio frequencies are in the 72 - 76 M-fz band. This band is prima~ily used -for
p~ivate land mobile dispatch ope~ations. Howeve~, our radio control frequencies in this
band are far enough apart f~om the land mobile freque~ies that we have been able to
sha~e the band without eithe~ use interfe~ing with the otbe~.

Now the FCC wants to c~eate more land mobile f~equencies by splitting them into
narrONar bandwidths and rea~~anging the band plan. As a result, many land mobile
frequencies wi 11 move close to the radio cont~ol f~equencies and cause inte~fe~ence to
~adio cont~ol ope~ations. I am told that of the 50 frequencies that a~e p~esently

available for ~adio control of model ai~planes, only 19 f~equencies will be left if
these ~ules ar-e adopted.

When we fly ou," models unde~ ~adio cont~ol, we go to g~eat lengths to assu~e the
safety of ourselves and bystande~s and the p~otection of prope~ty. Some of the planes
ai's large, up to ten feet in span and 30 o~ 40 pounds. Not only are they expensive to
build but they are also capable of causing extensive property damage, sedous injuf'y, o~

even death if ~adio interference causes the ope~ator to lose control of the cra-ft. We
-fly ou~ models at events where hundreds of ope~ators and spectato~s pa~ticipate. We
need the use of our full compliment of ~adio f~equencies in o~de~ to assure a safe
flying envi~onment.

I think it unwise -for the FCC to seek tc. irnp~ove the ope~ating conditions of land
mobile radio users at the expense of radio cont~ol modele~s. The FCC may not think we
al'e as impo~tant as business users of ~adios, but we have a considerable investment in
our models and in our radio equipment. The hobby p~ovides many hou~s of enjoyment to

. thousands of people like mysel-f and contdbutes to the advancement and development of
the camme~cial aviation indust~y.

Please help me continue the safe enjoyment of my pastime by not allowing the FCC to
ca~ry out its p~oposals -for the 72 - 76 Mhz band.

Sincerely,

HR JOHN NIEHEYER
4980 BRONNS80RO HNY
E~GlE POINT OR 91524


